The title compound, C 8 H 4 BrNO 2 Á0.5H 2 O, has a single planar molecule in the asymmetric unit with the non-H atoms having a mean deviation from planarity of 0.028 Å . There is also a half of a water molecule (twofold symmetry) present in the asymmetric unit, which hydrogen bonds with the isatin molecules through O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds to form a two-dimensional framework in the ab plane. There are close BrÁ Á ÁO contacts of 2.999 (2) Å to link the layers. The nine-membered rings of the isatin molecules stack along the a axis with parallel slipped -interactions [inter-centroid distances = 3.6989 (19) and 4.1227 (19) Å ].
Structure description
Isatins are a class of compounds that have a wide use in organic synthesis and in pharmaceuticals. We have begun a study on the structure of halogenated isatin compounds, and herein report the crystal structure of 6-bromoisatin, Fig. 1 . The structure exhibits a nearly planar molecule with the non-hydrogen atoms having a mean deviation from planarity of 0.028 Å . The bond lengths and angles observed are similar to those seen in isatin (Goldschmidt et al., 1950) . The structure also demonstrates an intermolecular Br1Á Á ÁO1 close contact of 2.999 (2) Å . A related IÁ Á ÁO interaction is observed in the structure of 6-iodoisatin (Garden et al., 2006) , though no such halogen-oxygen interactions are observed for the derivatives of 6-bromoisatin (Ji et al., 2009; Zhao et al., 2012) .
In the crystal, there is a half of a water molecule present in the asymmetric unit along with the organic molecule. The water molecule hydrogen bonds with isatin molecules through N1-H1Á Á ÁO3 and O3-H3Á Á ÁO2 hydrogen bonds, Table 1 , to form a twodimensional framework parallel to to the ab plane. The nine-membered rings of the isatins stack along a with parallel slipped -interactions [inter-centroid distances: 3.6989 (19) and 4.1227 (19) Å , inter-planar distances: 3.345 (2) and 3.341 (3) Å , slippage: data reports 
Synthesis and crystallization
A commercial sample (Matrix Scientific) of 6-bromo-1H-indole-2,3-dione was used for the crystallization. A sample suitable for single crystal X-ray analysis was grown from the slow evaporation of its acetone solution.
Refinement
Crystal data, data collection and structure refinement details are summarized in Table 2 . Figure 1 Molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atom-labeling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
Figure 2
Molecular packing of the title compound with hydrogen bonding shown as dashed lines. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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